
Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Hosea (November 24) 
 

Reading Hosea 

Lamplight reaches into the corners of the alley, revealing a woman’s face beside a reflecting pool. The watchman 

had seen her before. She used to pass through the streets at twilight, dressed in shimmering garments, strings of 

beads clinking about her neck, as she hurried to reach a man who held out a ring and a cup of wine. Later, the 

watchman had seen her with bloodshot eyes receiving a stranger who offered her a mere loaf of bread and a wink. 

Now no one noticed her stumble and fall in the darkness except the watchman, who unpinned his wool cloak and 

covered her shame. 

 

The prophet Hosea recorded how excess and idolatrous feasts caused the shameless leaders of Israel to stumble. 

Assyria would descend upon them in their stupor and rob them of all the goods and land the Lord had given them. 

Though the leaders knew of God’s love and faithfulness, they failed to teach the people and so led them to 

destruction. 

 

Author and Date 

Hosea son of Beeri prophesied about the middle of the 8th century BC, his ministry beginning during or shortly after 

that of Amos. Judging from the kings mentioned in Hosea 1:1, Hosea must have prophesied for at least 38 years, 

though almost nothing is known about him from sources outside his book. He was the only one of the writing 

prophets to come from the northern kingdom of Israel, and his prophecy is primarily directed to that kingdom. 

Whether Hosea himself authored the book that preserves his prophecies is not known. 

 

Theme and Message 

The first part of the book (chapters 1-3) narrates the family life of Hosea as a symbol (similar to the symbolism in 

the lives of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel) to convey the message the prophet had from the Lord for his people. God 

ordered Hosea to marry an adulterous wife, Gomer, who was driven out after her unfaithfulness but redeemed by 

Hosea in chapter 3. The affair graphically represents the Lord’s relation to the Israelites, who had been disloyal to 

him by worshiping Canaanite gods as the source of their abundance. Israel was to go through a period of exile. But 

the Lord still loved his covenant people and longed to take them back, as Hosea took back Gomer. 

 

The second part of the book (chapters 4-14) gives the details of Israel’s involvement in Canaanite religion. Like 

other prophetic books, Hosea carried a call to repentance. Israel’s alternative to destruction was to forsake her idols 

and return to the Lord.  

 

Hosea saw the failure to acknowledge God as Israel’s basic problem. God’s relation to Israel was that of love. 

Disloyalty to God was spiritual adultery. Yet despite God’s condemnation and the harshness of language with which 

the unavoidable judgment was announced, the major purpose of the book is to proclaim God’s compassion and love.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

Hosea’s message is not for the faint of heart. His descriptions of prostitution, war, substance abuse, and corruption 

easily match the worst police and news reports of our day. He reminds us that simple neglect of what is wholesome 

and blessed leads to wholehearted sin and self-destruction. Wealth and armies do not deliver a nation. Only the Lord 

can redeem and restore us. Hosea shows how the spiritual dry rot that caused Israel to collapse contrasts fully with 

the generous dew of God’s life-giving mercy. 

 

As you study Hosea, look heavenward and anticipate that the Lord will rain down righteousness for you. No matter 

what your past is, your forgiving Lord is present to apply his grace fully and restore you as a member of his people. 

Though you wince at the roar of his wrath, the Holy One will welcome you home as his child. 


